
About the 31st JASID Annual Conference 

The Japan Society for International Development (JASID) was established in 1990 with the aim of advancing 

Japan’s contributions to international development, as well as academic research related to international 

development and cooperation in developing countries. The Annual Conference has since been held, each time 

covering a range of academic disciplines. The 31st JASID Annual Conference of 2020 was originally scheduled 

to be held at Sendagaya Campus of Tsuda University, which is celebrating its 120th anniversary of its founding, 

but due to the spread of COVID-19, we, the JASID Headquarters and the 31st JASID Annual Conference 

Executive Committee, have together decided it is best to hold the conference in a completely online format.  

  

The overall theme of this Conference, “Time for Change: Innovation for Inclusive Society” was determined in 

January of this year when COVID-19 was not yet widespread, with the intention of stimulating an exchange of 

experiences and efforts that have been made, and will be necessary for a revolutionary social transformation in 

this 21st century. This year seems to have evolved into a one when exactly such societal changes are required.  

 

Following the Spring Conference, this is the first time the JASID Annual Conference will be held online. While 

we are encountering many management difficulties due to this change, we are hoping that it will open this event 

for an even wider audience. We would like to invite people in and out of Japan to participate and apply for oral 

and/or poster presentations as well as organized sessions (in English and Japanese). 

 

Resembling the format of previous JASID Annual Conferences, parallel sessions are scheduled to be held over 

the course of two days, on the 5th and 6th of December, 2020. The keynote speech is planned to be delivered by 

Ms. Chizuko Ueno (Emeritus Professor of the University of Tokyo/Chairperson of Women’s Action Network 

(WAN)). Panel discussions involving the private sector, aid agencies, NGOs, and researchers, as well as a round 

table in commemoration of the late Sadako Ogata are being planned. For details, please refer to the 31st JASID 

Annual Conference website. We will also be sending out information on the conference through the mailing list.  

 

A webpage “The Japan Society for International Development and Tsuda University celebrating its 120th 

anniversary", has also been created by Ms. Hiroko Ogawa (Head of Public Relations of the 31st JASID Annual 

Conference Executive Committee) and will also be updated.   

 

We look forward to seeing you online.  
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